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Sunny Slope in Auburn listed to the National Register  

 
Sunny Slope, an antebellum Greek Revival house at 1031 S. College Street, Auburn, was listed 

on the National Register of Historic Places on March 12, 2009.   

 

The house was constructed c. 1857 as the seat of a 1700 acre plantation belonging to William 

F. Samford and Susan Lewis Dowdell Samford.   

 

The house is significant as one of the city of Auburn’s six surviving examples of the single-story, 

hipped-roof Greek Revival cottages that were being built in east central Alabama in the years 

just before the Civil War.   

 

William Samford was a prominent newspaper publisher and pamphleteer in Alabama who 

advocated for states’ rights and the institution of slavery.  He also argued for the benevolent 

treatment of slaves.  Susan Samford established and operated a school for young ladies at Sunny 

Slope.  The couple raised thirteen children and founded one of Alabama’s most dynastic families 

in the political and educational spheres.  Sunny Slope was the boyhood home for their son, 

William James Samford, who became the 31st governor of Alabama.  Samford Hall, the main 

administrative building on the campus of Auburn University, bears his name. 

 

The Auburn Heritage Association sponsored the application, researched the house, and 

prepared the initial paperwork and drawings. 

 

The National Register of Historic Places is the nation’s official list of cultural resources 

worthy of preservation. 

 

The Alabama Historical Commission is the official state agency responsible for preserving, 
protecting, and interpreting Alabama’s historic places. 

 

To protect, preserve, and interpret Alabama’s historic places is the mission of the Alabama Historical 

Commission, Alabama’s state agency for historic preservation. 
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